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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PDIP, PDEV, PINS, CN 

SUBJ: MCOMOROS MERCENARIES STAND DOWN, A LITTLE BID 
REF: A) ANT 01377; B) KHARTOUM 3054 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE 28 JULY FRENCH WEEKLY MARCHES 
TROPICAUX, THE FPOLITICAL-MILITARY DIRECTORATE OF THE 
NEW COMORIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN CHANGED TO POLITICAL 
DIRECTORATE AND COLONEL SAID MUSTAPHA M'HADJOU, AKA 
BOB DENARD, IS NO LONGER A MEMBER. HOWEVER HE MAIN- 
TAINS HIS POSITION AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES. 

2. THIS INFORMATION IS CONFIRMED BY RECENT VISITORS 

TO THE COMOROS AND NEWS FROM THE UNDP PERSONNEL ON THE 
ISLANDS. THEY ALSO STATE THAT THE PRESENCE OF 
MERCENARIES IS MUCH LESS OBVIOUS NOW AND THAT THEY 
ARE NOT SO BLATANTLY IN CHARGE OF SUCH SERVICES AS IMMIGRA- 
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TION, CUSTOMS, AIR CONTROL, ETC., AS WAS THE CASE 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO. 

3. THE PRESENT COMORIAN GOVERNMENT APPARENTLY DESIRES 
TO GET RID OF THE MERCENARIES, HAVING NO DOUBT SEEN 
WHAT HARM THEIR PRESENCE IS DOING THE REPUTATION OF 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE (REF B). 
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THERE HAVE BEEN TWO DIFFICULTIES. FOR ONE THING THE 
MERCENARIES, APPARENTLY BY DESIGN, INCLUDED A NUMBER OF 
INDIVIDUALS WITH NEEDED SKILLS IN SEVERAL FIELDS WHO, 

AS SOON AS THE COUP HAD SUCCEEDED, TOOK OVER THE AGOVE 
CITED FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT. THE OTHER IS THAT THE 
MERCENARIES ARE DEMANDING CERTAIN PAYMENTS AS THE 
CONDITION FOR LEAVING. ACCORDING TO THE MERCENARIES 
THEY ARE JUST INSISTING ON FINAL PAYMENT OF THEIR 
AGREED CONTRACT. ACCORDING TO OTHERS THEY HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN PAID IN FULL BUT ARE NOW TRYING TO CASH IN ON THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO GET RID OF THEM BY IN- 
SISTING ON ADDITIONAL FEES, REPORTEDLY $350,000 - 
OR ABOUT $7,000 PER MAN.BARRETT 
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